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So, I was the one who called off the Fat Tuesday Pancake Luncheon.  In 
the community where Jeff and I served in North Carolina, there was an 
annual pancake luncheon to support the local Boys and Girls Club. This 
was the event in town to attend each year. All day long, pancakes were 
served off hot griddles. People came to eat and fellowship for hours. It 
was fun and a way for our community to rally around a good cause. 

Well, I was looking forward to our first pancake luncheon. I had no 
illusions that it was going to be as well attended as the one in North 
Carolina, but I thought it would be fun. Our church would serve this 
simple, filling meal on Fat Tuesday. On the day before Lent begins, be-
fore a traditional fasting takes place, believers would fill themselves 
with pancakes, syrup, and all the fixings. 

But, the weather didn’t look like it was going to cooperate. Accord-
ing to the weather folks on TV and online, there was a high probability 
of snow. And even worse, we were going to be covered in ice Monday 
night. The forecast said on that Tuesday morning, we’d wake up to 
a winter wonderland glistening with ice. Well, that didn’t happen. Yes 
there was ice, but it stayed in the trees. Sure there were some slick 
spots around, but not the treacheries that were predicted. 

I called off the luncheon based upon what I thought might happen. 

A Sunny Day with No Pancakes
Using the information that I had at my disposal, the outlook was bleak. 
But instead, we got a sunny, slightly chilly day. We could have had the 
luncheon after all. We’ll try again next year.

I’ve thought about that decision I had to make. Sometimes, we don’t 
have all the information that we want. There are rarely times when we 
can say with absolute certainty as to what is going to happen. Often we 
have to make guesses or plan with a good bit of hope mixed in. We just 
don’t get many opportunities to be sure. This happens to us as parents, 
as employees, and as believers. Much of what we face today as Chris-
tians was not specifically spelled out in the sacred texts. But what we 
have, what we must learn to trust in, is the life of Christ. When we look 
at how He made His choices and how He dealt with the consequences, 
then we can better shape how we make our own. And Jesus knew we’d 
have to do this: He sent the Spirit of God in His absence. But probably 
the best gift was the promise of God’s grace. Our Father knew we’d not 
be perfect, so He promised to forgive us when we give our all. 

Sometimes we get the decisions right and other times you could have 
had pancakes on a sunny day. But the lesson is, I think, to move, to act, 
and to live knowing that we have help from above, in all aspects, to do 
what we deem as right.  ~Thomas Quisenberry

Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your hearts,
with fasting, with weeping, and with sorrow;

tear your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the LORD your GOD, for he is merciful and compassionate,

very patient, full of faithful love,
and ready to forgive. Joel 2:12-13



We had a great weekend that included 24 youth, 4 couples opening 
up their homes to host the youth, 7 adult leaders who led the youth 
in Bible studies and 11 adults that helped provide and prepare meals 

throughout the weekend. It takes a lot 
of people to make this weekend hap-
pen and all of the leadership did an 
excellent job! 

One of the highlights of the weekend 
was the Saturday afternoon mission 
project. Each of the four groups was 
given an envelope that they were not 

allowed to open until they received their instructions. During lunch, in-
structions for the mission project was sent to the groups via text. Each 
group’s envelope contained a different amount of money ranging from $4 
to $20. Their task was to take whatever amount of money they were given 
and use it to better someone else’s life. If possible, they were to figure out 
a way to increase the amount they were given. 

The creativity of the kids was amazing. The groups did the follow-
ing. One group bought flowers and candy which they handed out to 
people on the street. The many people they encountered were very 

appreciative and their days were made much better. Another group 
bought warm socks from a flea market to hand out to homeless peo-
ple. They included an encouraging and caring note in the socks. They 
were not able to hand out all of them so they have given the rest to 
the Shower Ministry to share with those that come on Thursdays. One 
group bought warm gloves and candy Lifesavers to give to the home-
less community. They ended up going over to the Community Kitchen 
where many homeless people hang out waiting for the overnight shel-
ter to open. The group was nervous about how they would be received 
and to their surprise the people they shared with were very gracious, 
humble and appreciative. The last group went a different route and 
bought balloons and made little bags of candy to hand out at a nursing 
home. The people and workers were very thankful for being thought 
of especially on Valentine’s Day. Many people go and visit retirement 
or nursing homes during the Christmas holidays but often times forget 
during the other times of year. This was a very thoughtful gesture on 
their part.

The weekend was a great success, so much more than can fit in this 
space. Thank you to everyone who helped and to all the youth who par-
ticipated. I can’t wait until next year! ~Michael Sepulveda 

Disciple Now Weekend 2015



Wednesday,  February  25
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Church  Conference 5:40PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Thursday,  February  26
Investment  CommiPee 9:30AM
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Saturday,  February  28
English  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Sunday,  March  1
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Lenten  Study  Series 4:30PM
Youth  Choir 4:30PM
Youth  Supper 5:30PM
Youth  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Monday,  March  2
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Tuesday,  March  3
Hearts  &  Hands  Mission  Group 9:30AM
First  Tuesday  Book  Group   6:00PM
Wednesday,  March  4
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Youth  Ministry  Leadership  Team  Mtg 7:15PM
Thursday,  March  5
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
First  Friends  Luncheon 11:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Friday,  March  6
Parents'  Night  Out 6:00PM
Saturday,  March  7
Dogwood  Workday  &  CommiPee  Mtg 9:00AM
English  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Sunday,  March  8
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Lenten  Concert:  The  Life  of  Christ 2:30PM
Lenten  Study  Series 4:30PM
Youth  Choir 4:30PM
Youth  Supper 5:30PM
Youth  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Monday,  March  9
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Tuesday,  March  10
Prayer  Shawl  Ministry  Group 11:00AM
Wednesday,  March  11
First  Friends  Council  Mee\ng 11:00AM
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
House  &  Grounds  CommiPee 7:15PM

On the Calendar
Feb./March 2015

Youth Choir Reunion
April 10-12, 2015
Dogwood Lodge

The first ever FBC Youth Choir Reunion is 
being held this spring. The weekend will in-
clude plenty of time for fellowship and food at 
Dogwood Lodge. The event is for anyone who 
ever sang as a youth at First Baptist Chatta-
nooga. We hope to have over 50 participants. 
The weekend will conclude with a mass choir 
of all participants and our current youth choir 
singing for our worship service on Sunday, 
April 12, followed by a luncheon for partici-
pants and their families. Please help us spread 
the word. The deadline to register is Sunday, 
March 1. For more information or to register 
go to the church website: 

www.fbcchattanooga.org/yc-reunion

First Tuesday Book 
Group will meet on 
Tuesday, March 3, at 
6:00PM in the Confer-
ence Room. Gail Sisson 
will lead in a discussion 
of Marina Budhos’ Ask 
Me No Questions, a 
young adult novel about 
a teen-age girl that has 
emigrated from Bangla-
desh with her parents 

and the trials the family faces that help the 
young teen find her strength. 

While this is a discussion group, feel free to 
come participate even if you’ve not been able to 
complete the book. We welcome everyone and 
appreciate each viewpoint. A light supper will 
be served.

First Tuesday Book Group

HEARTS AND HANDS MISSION GROUP 
will meet at 9:30AM on Tuesday, March 3, 
in room E211. The prayer group will meet 
first followed by the program which will be 
a report of mission work in the United States 
and Canada. Mission action is either canned 
goods, food staples, or money for HaCoB-
ACare Ministry, a food distribution center for 
the Hamilton County Baptist Association. Our 
church makes referrals to HaCoBACare for 
people seeking help who do not qualify for 
vouchers from the Food Bank.

FOOD DRIVE - This month our church 
is collecting non-perishable food items for 
HaCoBACare Ministries of the Hamilton 
County Baptist Association. Sunday, March 1, 
is the last day of the food drive. HaCoBACare 
Ministry, located in the basement of the St. 
Elmo Baptist Church, provides free food box-
es for folks referred to them by First Baptist, 
other Baptist churches and other agencies. 
Please bring your donations to the collection 
box outside the church office. There is also a 
collection bin in the Fellowship Hall near the 
beverage center on Wednesdays.

Upcoming Mission Events

First Friends Luncheon
Thursday, March 5, 11:30AM 

Fellowship Hall

Program: Brassworks
Menu: Irish Beef Stew

  Pear Salad, Irish Soda Bread 
  and Mint Brownies ($6)

Reservations are needed by Sunday, March 1.
Complete the sign-up sheet in your Sunday School 

classroom or on the Wednesday supper tables. 
You may also contact Frances Marandi:

423.648.2543/frances@fbcchattanooga.org

Suggested websites for daily
devotions during Lent:

www.d365.org/todaysdevotion/
www.davidlose.net/

www.pray-as-you-go.org/

Parents’ Night Out (PNO) is Friday, 
March 6, from 6:00-10:00PM. The 
cost is $6 per child/$12 for two 
or more children of the same 
family. Our Children’s Ministry is also 
hosting a Friday Night Special for 
all parents participating in Parent’s 
Night Out. You are invited to join 
Michael Sepulveda at FoodWorks 
(205 Manufacturers Rd, 37405), 
at 6:30PM during PNO for a chance 
to meet and hang out with other 
parents. We want this to be a fun 
opportunity for parents to get 
to know each other over dinner. 
Reservations will be made for those 
who want to participate. Please 
RSVP by Wednesday, March 4, so 
that childcare needs may be met 
to Anna Graham (423.648.2542/
anna@fbcchattanooga.org).
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Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  1/25/2015     ATTENDANCE  FOR  2/1/2015  
244   Worship         234   Worship  
   9   Worship  Care               13   Worship  Care  
253   WORSHIP  TOTAL      247   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
245   Sunday  School        193   Sunday  School  
  
FINANCE  REPORT  
Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  1/25/15   $  11,237.19  
Other  receipts  on  1/25/15   825.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  1/25/15   $  12,062.19  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  2/1/15   $  21,273.80  
Other  receipts  on  2/1/15   607.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  2/1/15   $  21,880.80  
  

Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,384.62  
  

Feb.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $348,013.78  
Feb.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $371,766.64  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($    23,752.86)  
   As  of  2/3/15  
  
  


